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generally indicated in future construction data. A 
simple awareness of construction trends, the author 
States, is frequently ‘‘extremely useful.’’ Other situa- 
tions may require a more detailed analysis. Building 
construction statistics could be incorporated into a de- 
cision-making framework by financial institutions, re- 
tail trade outlets, and city governments. Representing 
a diverse group of organizations serving a broad 
spectrum of consumers, all three are concerned with 
accurately identifying the demand for their services. 


Utilizing Texas data, the article discusses each of the 
three segments individually, and analyzes the implica- 
tions of building construction data upon their respec- 
tive areas of interest. Tables and charts show various 
types of dwelling units authorized in Texas SMSA’s 
from January to July, 1976, with their dollar values; 
estimated values of building authorized in Texas dur- 
ing the first seven months of 1976; total construction 
authorized in Texas from 1969 to 1976; and building 
additions, alterations, and repairs from 1969 to 1976. 
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